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Rockheights Music Program Year-End News 
 

Final Concert for BANDS, 7:00pm, Wednesday, May 27, 2026 
SD61 District-Wide Strings Finale Concert, 7:00pm, Tuesday, June 19, 2026* 

Final Concert for CHOIR and STRINGS, 7:00pm, Wednesday, June 3, 2026 
 

Friday, May 1, 2026 
Dear Rockheights Music Family: 
 
Congratulations on all your hard work and perseverance with music this year! I am so proud of 
the students’ accomplishments this year. Our final concerts are going to be great.  
 
There will be two year-end Rockheights concerts this year, one for bands only, the other for 
strings & choir only. All students are expected to make every effort to attend and perform in 
these special events. Families are welcome to bring as many guests as they like to these free 
concerts. Any donations are gratefully accepted and help to enrich the experiences of students 
in the program. Some of these proceeds support year-end treats. Thank you! 
 

Final Concert for BANDS, 
7:00pm, Wednesday May 27, Rockheights Gym 

 

• Students must arrive, in uniform, by 6:30pm.  

• Beginning Band students go to the Music Room for warming up and tuning; 

• Band 7 & 8 students go to the Library Learning Commons for warming up and tuning. 

 
Final Concert for CHOIR & STRINGS, 

7:00pm, Wednesday, June 3, Rockheights Gym 
 

• All students must arrive, in uniform, by 6:30pm.  

• Strings students go to Library Learning Commons to tune and warm up. 

• Choir students go to the Music Room for a warm up.  
 
*Another letter will follow regarding the SD61 District Strings Finale Concert, an optional 
opportunity for strings students. 
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What are the details? 

• Everyone is expected to attend the whole concert and to perform. It is a busy time of 
year for families, if you absolutely need to arrive late, or leave early, please get in touch 
with me and let’s work it out. Please note that there are many track and field events on. 
If you anticipate a conflict, please get in touch asap.  

• Students are asked to please leave their phones with their parents during the concert.  

• We always perform in uniform (red Rockheights Music t-shirt, dark and tidy pants, shorts 
or skirts and flat shoes.) 

• The gym doors will open to the audience 15 minutes prior to the concert. Thank you! 

• These concerts should take about 90 minutes.  

• At the conclusion of the concert, every student must help with returning all music 
equipment to the large music room. It happens in about 15 – 20 minutes, if everyone does 
their part.   

 
Do you need help? 
Yes, please! If you are a parent or older sibling and are willing to help with these concerts, by 
stage managing during the concert (moving chairs and stands around), watching the donation 
bin, helping to collect instruments and books or general supervision, please get in touch, or step 
forward at the concert to help. Fast stage managing really helps to trim the length of a concert 
and make it more action-packed for everyone.  
 
When do we return our textbooks and instrument(s)? 
All rented instruments and textbooks must be returned to the large music room by Wednesday, 
June 17. Please prepare instruments for return by removing personal belongings, washing 
mouthpieces with soap, loosening bows, and vacuuming debris out of the cases. Textbooks are 
expensive! Please return them. Families will be responsible for paying to replace any lost 
instruments and books. If you borrowed a t-shirt, please wash and return it any time after the 
concerts. 
 
What happens after the concert? 
Music classes continue as usual until Friday, June 19th. Students are asked to please keep their 
normal routines of attending, bringing instruments and learning! There are no music classes 
during the last week of June so that instrument inventory and cleaning can be completed.  
 
What else have music students been up to this term? 
Students in grade 7 & 8 had a wonderful time in Vancouver, April 9 and 10. Students always 
make me proud, but especially while on tour. Everywhere we visited, adults commented on their 
kind and responsible behavior. We visited Grouse Mountain and participated in an Indigenous 
education program, Granville Island where we toured and workshopped at ArtsClub Theatre 
Company, and more. Photos will be available for students to see soon.  
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What’s happening for Rockheights Music next year? 
A budget was passed, and I’m happy to report that there will be no cuts to our music program 
for next year. Other middle schools have experienced cuts, however, our program has been cut 
significantly in the last 5 years, and there may be more cuts in the future. Cuts to programming 
means fewer opportunities for kids. Parents, please feel encouraged to join the Save SD61 Music 
Programs Facebook page, to find out more about how to keep music strong in SD61.  
 
As with every year, there may be some changes to the timetable and course offerings, which 
will be announced as early as possible. Extra-curricular events are never guaranteed, however a 
good plan for our school is to embark on an overnight trip every other year, and do a talent show 
fundraiser in the off-years. Because we did an overnight trip this year, it is my hope that a talent 
show will happen in the Spring of 2027 for all students. The annual Tour of the Elementary 
Schools was sadly cancelled for this school year. We are all looking forward to visiting our 
elementary schools again in the spring of 2027. The music program timetable, concert dates and 
travel dates can be found on www.rockheightsmusic.com as soon as they are available.  
 
Some personal news 
In January I was diagnosed with breast cancer. I have to take a medical leave starting today that 
will extend into the fall. I don’t know who will be in to replace me yet, but there are talented and 
qualified music teachers who would love to come to Rockheights. My Rockheights colleagues 
have been amazing, especially Aaron Maxwell. I’m lucky and grateful to be surrounded by lots of 
support. Please tell your children that I will recover and encourage them to do their very best 
work from now until the end of the year. Everyone has worked hard and will put on great year-
end performances. Our grade 8’s will be acknowledged thoughtfully, too. 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you for supporting your child’s music education this year. Studies show, that students who 
participate in their school music program are more successful in school. Your support and 
encouragement sends them a powerful message of love and investment in their wellbeing. You 
help them to understand that all their hard work is worth the effort. To all of our grade 8’s, you 
will be dearly missed at Rockheights – please come visit me in the late fall! Have a wonderful 
summer! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Risa McDonell 
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HOW TO RETURN YOUR INSTRUMENTS AND BOOKS 
 
Books and instruments are due back by Wednesday, June 17, 2026. 
Please prepare your instruments for return carefully and considerately 
by doing the following: 
 
For ALL BOOKS: 
✓ Drop your books in the appropriate bin in the large music room. 

Bins are labelled. Erase your name from the label. Paper folders and 
photocopied sheet music can be recycled or kept. 

For ALL INSTRUMENTS: 
✓ Empty the case of any personal belongings, (pencils, papers, reeds 

or other supplies which you purchased yourself.)  
✓ Leave any supplies that came with it in the case (cork grease, valve 

oil, neck-straps, cleaning cloths, water spray bottles, etc.) 
✓ Vacuum or brush out the case of any lint or debris.  
✓ Leave a note in the case describing any problems with the 

instrument (“fine tuner missing” “octave key doesn’t cover” etc.) 
✓ Make sure your name is clearly visible on the case, either on a 

luggage tag or painter’s tape. (Ask for tape if you don’t have any.) 
For STRING instruments: 
✓ Wipe off any rosin dust from the instrument with a soft, DRY cloth.  
✓ Unwind the bow. 

For WOODWIND and BRASS instruments: 
✓ Wash the mouthpiece (ligature and mouthpiece cap) in warm (not 

hot), soapy water. Wipe dry fully before putting back in the case.  
 
You can use the sink in the music room to complete these tasks. Once 
you’ve completed this cleaning, THEN leave your instrument in the 
music room.  
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