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Grade 7 & 8 Music Field Trip to Vancouver
Thursday, April 9 and Friday, April 10, 2026 Letter No. 1

Wednesday, January 21, 2026
Dear: [Name], Grade [Gr], Division [Div]:

A field trip is being proposed for music students in grade 7 & 8 to to travel to Vancouver on
Thursday, April 9 and Friday, April 10th to give students an opportunity to travel, and to
celebrate their achievements in music. This letter contains information to help you decide
whether or not to participate.

Q: What will the trip look like?

A: We will travel to Vancouver on Thursday, April 9" and return on Friday, April 10%.
We will travel by a chartered coach bus to the 9:00am ferry to Tsawwassen on Thursday, April 9t
and return on the 5pm ferry back to Swartz Bay on the 10th. The details of our itinerary are being
sorted out, but so far we can tell you that students will experience:
e An educational program at Grouse Mountain, which includes gondola ride, Indigenous
storytelling, snacks and crafts in the Hiwus Feast House, and snowshoeing.
e Evening party games at the hotel.
e A workshop involving all students, where they learn some fundamentals of musical
theatre.
e Sightseeing at Stanley Park, Granville Island and Gastown.
e Dinner at the Old Spaghetti Factory, Gastown, Pirate Pack dinner on the ferry, and other
meals TBA (but included in the price).

Q: Who will chaperone these trips?

A: So far our chaperones are: Risa McDonell (teacher), Aaron Maxwell (principal), Marty
Malinowsky (teacher) and Kristie-Lyn Wightman (parent).

Thank you to all of the parents who have expressed interest in coming. The number of
chaperones we will need depends on the final number of students who are travelling. | will be in
touch with those parent volunteers who put their name forward, if we need more chaperones.
Thank you!

Q: What are the sleeping arrangements?

A: We will be staying the Accent Inn, 3777 Henning Drive, in Burnaby. Students will be sleeping
in rooms with 4 students per room, sharing two queen-sized beds.
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Students and their parents will have an opportunity to request who they will be rooming with at
a later date. School staff will make sure the groupings are fair and no one feels excluded.
Chaperones will be in separate rooms, but students will know where their supervising adult is
and will be able to reach them at any time by phone. Students will have time to socialize in an
organized event on Thursday night (games in a hotel meeting room), but they will otherwise not
be allowed to have free time in the hotel, or to leave their rooms in the evening for any reason
until morning wake-up call.

Q: Can you accommodate my food allergies, health, and dietary concerns?

A: Most likely, yes.

Once we know who is attending this trip, participating families will be asked to complete a health
information form where you can detail this information and discuss any concerns with us.
Together, we will make a food safety plan.

Q: Will there be fundraising to help pay for this trip?

A: We have done some fundraising for this trip already. Proceeds from last year’s Cool Stuff
Show, and the school’s pizza lunch sales, are both helping to defray students’ costs by about
$40 each.

If parents are interested in organizing further fundraisers for students, please get in touch with
Ms. McDonell or Mr. Maxwell. No child will be denied the opportunity to participate due to
financial restrictions. However, if too few families are able to participate in an overnight trip to
make it feasible, this trip will not proceed. If your child is not able to participate due to the cost,
please contact Mr. Maxwell at amaxwell@sd61.bc.ca. This information will be kept private.

Q: How much does it cost, when are payments due, and how do | pay them?

A: The total cost of the trip will not exceed 5500. Payments are due as follows:
Friday, February 6: $100 non-refundable deposit
Friday, March 6": balance of up to $400 (please wait for an invoice before paying)

Families are asked to pay these using School Cash Online or by cheque. Please write your child’s
name on the memo line. Please do not send cash. Many factors can impact the cost of this trip,
including the number of participating students. As planning continues, we will be careful to
balance affordability, practicality, and try to bring costs down. We are therefore asking families
to please wait until you receive a final invoice before paying the balance because costs could
come down.
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Q: What if we change our minds later, or the trip gets cancelled, can we get a refund?

A: Possibly. Paying this deposit is your commitment to attending the trip. The costs for this trip
are based on the number of families who have made a commitment — backing out later will raise
costs for everyone. For that reason, the $100 deposit is non-refundable. If you have paid, but
cannot attend the trip for any reason, including illness, we will wait until after the trip, once all
costs are reconciled, to determine if any partial or full refunds can be given. If the trip is cancelled
entirely for any reason, you will receive a refund.

Q: Can | make a donation to help another family pay for their trip?

A: Absolutely! Thank you!

If you would like to make a donation to help defray the cost of this trip for another student,
please get in touch with either Risa McDonell or Aaron Maxwell, and thank you for your
generosity!

Q: | have other concerns, which are not addressed here. How can | reach you?

A: We are happy to answer any questions you have about the trip.

Please email Ms. McDonell at rmcdonell@sd61.bc.ca if you need more information. Please note
that all letters and documents, with all the pertinent information, will also be posted to
www.rockheightsmusic.com.

Q: We’ve decided. How do we let you know?

A: Please let us know your decision by Friday, February 6th by doing the following:
1. Complete the attached form and return it to the school. Please complete the form, even
if you have decided not to participate, so that your decision can be counted.
2. Make a deposit payment of $100 either by cheque or through School Cash Online by
Friday, February 6th. Please do not send cash.

If you have questions or concerns, please review the information at www.rockheightsmusic.com,
or contact me by email at rmcdonell@sd61.bc.ca.

Warmly, Risa McDonell,

Music Teacher, Rockheights Middle School
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Grade 7 & 8 Field Trip to Vancouver, April 9*" and 10", 2026
Return this form, and the $100 deposit, by Friday, February 6th

Please PRINT CAREFULLY

Student’s Name:

Student’s Division:

Parents: Name(s):

Please also check the following boxes:

YES, we are participating in the overnight trip to Vancouver. We have either enclosed
a cheque for $100, or we have paid the deposit using School Cash Online.

NO, we are NOT participating in this field trip.
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